THE REMINISCENCES OF CAEL SCHURZ
perhaps at the beginning of a campaign suffer some reverses
hy the superiority of European drill and discipline, but soon
become acquainted with the tactics of their adversaries, and
prove decidedly superior in the long run, especially if the con-
test were to be fought out on American soil.

Of course, this opinion will hardly be accepted by military
men in Europe, as at the beginning of our recent Spanish War
it was widely, if not universally, believed in European military
circles that when the American volunteers met the Spanish
regulars there would be a new experience in store for them.
The event showed that, even without the educational reverses
at the beginning, the American volunteer could not only cope
with the Spanish regular, but, so to speak, walk right over
him*

Here is the secret of it, which the European mind, unac-
quainted with the genius of this country, finds it difficult to
understand: Owing to the educational power of free institu-
tions, many things are accomplished in America without much
drill and discipline, for which in Europe very much drill and
discipline is required.

As to the bravery of the American soldier, Northern as
well as Southern, volunteer as well as regular, there can hardly
be two opinions. He will not suffer, but rather profit, by any
comparison with any other. In his courage there is a peculiar
element of national pride. But I must confess that my war
experience has destroyed some youthful illusions as to the ro-
mantic aspect of bravery or heroism in battle. If I were to
venture a definition, I should say that true bravery or heroism
consists in conscious self-sacrifice for the benefit of others, or
in the performance of duty. And the less expectation of re-
ward or distinction there is connected with the act of self-
sacrifice, the more genuine the bravery or heroism will be* Theey would, in a conflict with a European army, march were given up, except In the immediate
